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NATIONAL COMMISSION OF AUDIT — ASBESTOS SAFETY AND ERADICATION COUNCIL 

449. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Commerce: 
I refer to the federal government’s National Commission of Audit report titled “Towards Responsible 
Government”. Does the minister agree with the position put by the report that the Asbestos Safety and 
Eradication Council should be abolished? 

Hon Michael Mischin: Was that a question without notice? 

Hon KATE DOUST: It is without notice. 

Hon Michael Mischin: I am sorry, can the member repeat the question? 

Hon KATE DOUST: I am happy to do so. 

I refer to the federal government’s National Commission of Audit Report titled “Towards Responsible 
Government”. Does the minister agree with the position put by the report that the Asbestos Safety and 
Eradication Council should be abolished? 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 

I have not read the audit report, so I cannot comment on what was said or the context in which it was said. I have 
to say that consideration of whether the Asbestos Safety and Eradication Council ought to be abolished is a 
matter for the commonwealth government. Of concern to the state is the viability of some of the proposals that 
have emerged over the past several years for a program to eradicate asbestos across the country by, I think, 2030. 
A number of concerns have been raised regarding the viability of that program and the expense involved in 
achieving those ends. It is therefore a matter under consideration. Western Australia’s position, however, is that 
there are quite adequate occupational health and safety guidelines and requirements for the removal of asbestos 
from premises and the minimisation of any risk arising out of the presence of asbestos, and quite rigid and robust 
risk analyses take place in respect of these things on a case-by-case basis. 
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